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- 3. Fox my own part, I have no doubt but the leading men 
„among the Methodiſts, were influenced originally by none 
but the beſt of all motives, a general concern for the 1ou!ls ol 
% men. Nothing elſe! think, can account tor their conduct, 
as they were then circumfianced —But finding themſelves by 
degrees at the head of a large body of people, and in the poſ- 


ſeillon of conſiderable power, and influence, they muſt not 


* have Leen Mex, if they had not felt the love ot power gratifi- 
"© ed in ſuch a fituation : and they muſt have been MOKE THAN 
„ MEN, if their iublequent condudt had not been more, or lefs 
„% influenced by it, | „ 8 | | 1 
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FRIENDLY ADDRESS, G. 


: My truly reſpected Brethren, 


of late directed to the ſeveral parts of our Church 


government, and as theſe are now become the ſubjects 
ok your diſcuſſion and conſideration; I wiſh to addreſs 
you on them, and to ſet before you in as clear a point 
of light, and at the ſame time as conciſely as poſſible, 
_ thoſe particular points in diſpute, that are worthy of 
pour attention. When too much has been ſaid, on any 
ſubject, the mind becomes bewildered, and we ſome- _ 
times find ourſelves inclined to reject the whole, rather 
than enter into that reflection, and diſcrimination, that 
is neceſſary to the obtaining a full underſtanding of it. 
To me the eſſential parts of the diſpute, ſeem capable 
of being compreſſed into a very ſmall compaſs, and in 
all matters of this kind, the more we can reduce them. 
the better. I conſider that I am addreſſing myſelf to a 
people, that from their neceſſary and honeſt engage- _ 
ments in life, cannot give much of their time, to the 
inveſtigating perplexed and abſtruie ſubjects. I ſhall. 
therefore think myielt happy, if I can give you any aſ- 
ſidſtance, and it is my ſincere wiſh, that you would take 


theſe matters, that I ſhall endeavour to ſtate to y u, 


into ſerious conſideration, as you ought to do all thoſe, 
in which you are ſo deeply concerned. I think that all 


the grievances, of which we ſo juſtly complain, may be 


cConſidered as contained in, or, the conſequence of the 


three — rea | 


As. Fir, 


S the attention of our religious Societies, has been 
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PFirſt, The conference has ſezed the whole power, of p 
chooling their own body, and has totally rejected, in 


moſt caſes, the voice-of-the people, in the choice of 4E 
perſous for the 1: e oflice of | RATE 


Secondly, They make all laws rt themlely es, and for 
ue people without ever conſul ting them. E 


Thirdly. They itn the privilege of directing all, or 
nearly all money matters, I will give you my lentt- 
* men ts on each oi theſe particutars, 1 


e 


That any bedy of men, that take upon the 65 lves, 
the important buliueſs of legiſlating; or, making tank 
for others, ſhould chufe the members that conſtitute 
their own body, is contrary to juſiice and equity, a 
violation of one of thoſe firſt principles, that we ſhould 
ever hold {acre 1, and an cbvious encreachment on the 
Tang es of mankind. Ard you know my friends, this 
takes kram vou, all poſſibilitv of checking the growth of 
any evil, that may ariſe among the preachers ; for how 
ever degenerate the conference, may in time become 
(were we to ſuppoſe it, only for the purpoſe of Rating a 
poifible.caſe,) on its preſent plan, it is totally out of vour 
power to reſorm it, As to the conference itlelt, na 
perſon that properly conſiders the ſubjeck, can be ſo 
weak and ignorant, asto.ſuppoſe, that it will ever know- 
ingly elect into itlelf, ſuch members as i promote its 
reformation No perſons how a greater jealouſy, than 
the preachers naw do of each other, and though I will 
not go fo far, as to ſay their original views in the choice 
ob their brethren, is become totally extinct; yet IJ will ; 
affirm it is in part ſo, Did they act with a perfectly - Þ 
„ „„ upright 
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(3) 


upright intention, when a candidate for the Miniſtry 
was propoſed, they would attend to no other qualifica- 


tion, but that which is immediately connected with his 


ſacred office. But I am ſorry to ſay, that it can now 
no longer be concealed, that with too many theſe are 
but ſecondary conſiderations, and the following are their 


leading motives, in the reception or rejection of thoſe 
that become candidates for the Minty. | 


Will he that now offers himſelf as 2 preacher, be duly 
ſubmiſſive to me, his aſſiſtant, and my brethren ? Will 


our abilities be eclipſed by his? Will the people 12n after 
him more than us? Will he ſubmit to be an underling 
for a number of years? Or will he ſoon take upon him- 


ſelf more importance, than we that have travelled many 


years ? It is neceſſary here to obſerve the aſſembled con- 


ference, know but little of the Perfuns propoſed to tra- 


vel; that important enquiry, is ſubmitted to a few indi- 
- vidual Preachers, at the diſtrict meeting, and their 


judgments are frequently biaſed as above, in this im- 


knowledge of our affairs, are the perſons generally 
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portant tranſaction? It is no breach of charity toaffirm 
that theſe are the motives that ſway too many, and 
cauſe them to prefer weak and ignorant men, to thoſe 
| that have better abilities. &! am quite willing to admit 
my friends, that there are many exceptions to theſe 
complaints, but ſtill they are ſo general, as to becomm 
truly alarming. J. You that have filled the offices of 
Stewards and Leaders for ſeveral years, from your 


Ns, 


| ſpeaking, than can decide, and to you I appeal for the 
truth of my aſſertions, If this ſtatement be juſt, you 
will, without hefitatation allow, that nothing but the 
: admiſhon of the people, into 2 due ure of that power 
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which is their right, can ſave the e from de- 
ſtruction. When perſons have been long accuſtomed 


to view objets, in a certain point of light, and have not 
been in the habit cf reaſoning on them, they are apt to 
become immoveable to the operation of reaſon and 


reflection. However this may have been the caſe with 


any ok vou, I hope my dear friends you will now open 
your eyes; uſe but the underſtanding the almighty hath 


favoured you with, and you will be able to deſcern, that 
if we have not very ſoon an alteration, a chain of the 


moſt Ciſatterous e muſt amEguately fol. 
low. | 


The ſecond grievance is, the N aſſumes the 
privilege of making all laws for itſelf and us. This in- 
deed hangs on the firſt that | have mentioned. The 
power of creating or electing themſelves, is the founda- 
tion of all our eviis, as you will be convinced on 
proper conſideration, But let us now ſpeak of the 


making our laws only, What an inſult it is to reaſon, 


and common ſcuſe, that the c :nterence ſhould arrogate 


to itſelf, the entire diſpofs of our deareſt privileges; 
as if it had monopolized all the wiſdom in the world, 


that it wos all concentered in a a focus in their ſecret 


aſſemblies; bound there by the cord of the miſt /acred 
oaths, and only to be retailed to mankind at their wills, 


and as future exigencies may require. Certainly they 


confider themſelves as of a ſuperior order of beings, 


and forget they ever belonged to the people: fo apt are 
mankind on the ſſizhteſt elevation, th forget the rock 
out of which they were hewn, or the pit whence they 

originally proceeded. - Lou wy. triends cannot but be 
De | forcibly 
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Forcibly ſtruck with the uncommon opipion, the con- 
15 ferevce maintains of its own ſuperior ablities, and the 


mean one it has of yours, You certainly cannot for bear. 
applying the irony of Job to his friends, © no doubt but 
they are the people, ani wiſdom will die with them.” 
But were we to admit that the laws of the conference, 
were tound in the greateit wiidom, aad were the ſam 
of ali that is excellent in human government, as they 
are made without your knowledge or conſent, you would 
{carcely reliſh them. If a perſon were ty compel you 
to accept of an acknowledged god, and by this alto 
taught vou that he conid force on vou a (crious evil, 
vou could not thank him; tor the tame re:fon2 if vou 
receive from the conference, even the belt. and moiſt 
innocent of its mandates, you are vexed by the tacit 
intimotions that theſe muſt convey, of the abject av ery 
which you are reduced, 
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With regard to the third cauſe of cur co mpia! int, the 
Interference of conference in emparal affairs. Tus in- 
_ cludes their accounts and the appoit tent of "a 705 | 

thr -u-hout theſe kingdoms, Iwill trankly give it s my 
opinion, at leaſt as it reſpects leveral members of the con- 
a that they have from a 1 ns train of & ange 
policy, and unneceſſary caution, againft the ch ms of 
the peopie. braucht themſelves into difficnities, that they 
| would be verv glad to get out « f.—bnt this tievcannot 
no effect, without expoſing themielves, ard ihewing 


the weakrets and impolicy of their timer drecuedions, 


2 8 


You know it requires more grace to acknowledge. 
an enror, than it would. have done at firſt türe 
avoided it. One t:ngle devi.tion trom the ,ath of 
truth, draws alter it a leries of inconveniences aid 
lays 


(8) 


lays us under the temptation to proceed with evaſions. 
So that in general it is eaſier to retain our e : 


than to recover it if ever we have ſwerved from it.— 


Tbe conference would be entitled to all our compaſſion 
and forbearance, if they evinced but the ſmalleſt incli- 
nation, to attend to the voice of prudence, and fix them- 
ſelves on the ſolid baſis of juſtice and equity. To 
upbraid or reproach any one for his faults, when in the 
very act of repentance wou d be a piece of cruelty, that 
you my pious friends would never uſe. But it is to be 


feared their is no great danger of you falling into this 


error, for the conference have hitherto ſhewn, ſo dete- 
| termined an adherence to their preſent ſyſtem, . that all 
| you can ſay will probably fall ſhort, of awakening - 
in them a due ſenſe of thoſe obligations they are 
under, to reſtore thoſe. privileges: they have W 


deprived you of. 


But to enter inen into the confideration of 
the accounts of conference. You will lament that they 
ſhould be brought as a repreach againſt thoſe perſons, 
of whom you wiſh to think ſo honourably, As to the 
accounts themſelves they are ſtated in ſo flovenly a 
manner, as to be a diſgrace to the meaneſt tradeſman 
among you, In this 1 appeal to all perſons converſant - 
with accounts, Whether this is by celign or not, 1 
uill not determine, The Kingſwood affairs, are made 
yearly to meet and lie as ſome will call it, and therefore 


there is no annual balance, and to this as far as it gues, 


| there appears no other objection, but the clumſineſs of the _ 2 
manner; but you will obſer ve you have no particulars | 
ol expenditure, which appear to me to have been abio- | 


_ key 


ESD 5 
lutely neceſſary. My friends look at the Quaker's 


n A yearly account of their ſchool at Ackworth, of three 
5 be times the magnitude of yours, and you will be imme- 
— diatcly ſtruck with the difference. You have alſo had a 
1 ſtatement of the preachers' fund every year, but in this 
Y no annual balance is brought forward, and the general 
balance of this fund no where appears, ſo that whether 
di it be one or ten thuufard pounds is entitely kept 
> * from you. With regard to the book buſineſs they give 
1 6 Fcu no account, they claim the fame privilege that the 
1 proprietors of other buſineſſes do, of being the ſole 
; managers in their own affairs —You my friends will 
judge of the propriety, or impropriety of their reaſon- 
1 ine in this caſe; TI think it not at all parallel, I ſuppoſe 
3 thev ate as accountable to the people for this as for 
e their other affairs, for this is always ſuppoſed to be an 
y - inſtititution, the revenue of which is for charitable and 


benevolent purpoſes, and is fo completely united with _ 
your other contributions, as to make them properly. ac 


— countable for the whole, 

: = The yearly collection in 1791 you will find equili- 

je | brated, as the Kingſwocd collection has always been. ö 

a But in the ſucceeding years there are balances of defi- | 

Nn--:-| ciency, of very different, amount as you will ſee by my ! 

it; | {iitement; and in 1795 you will be ſurprized to find it 

> Wo f to be 2143 10 42. This muſt appear to you very ex- 
le traordinary and unſatisfactory ; all theſe ballances are [ 
re 5 Extremely unaccountable, and together with the annual | N 
s, balances ok the preachers' fund, appear to be carried 
ee td ſome other book, which probably like the ancient it 
1 book of Jather i is not to be found, Ez . 
= | . k Re | q have 
17 : 

5 , 


(10 
have placed the accounts exactly as given in the mi- 


nutes (except an error in 1796) for the conveniency of 
your W 


PREACHERS FUND RS Kinsswood ; 


 Recerved, | Paid, Collection, 

1791 730 10 8 49514 © | 103511 9g 
1792 71417 3 667 6 0 | 1229 5 9 
1793 1084 13 d 0-7 my 16 5 
1794 117. 8 4 18 0 0 | 1284 18 1 
1795 128 16 6 | 66 7 o | 135014.6 

* 1796 12917 3 | g22 6 © | 143414. 6. 

| Balance jj 3 rd, 

TY 6 $8: 1 6244 6 8 | 


' YEARLY COLLECTION. 


| Received, Paid, 
1791 1338 8 1 F068 2 

1792 144316 2 | 1912 1 4 

$703 1995 14 7 1: 1705 14. 5 

1794 1387 15 9 [ 1901 13 4. 

2793 ᷣ 143 15 3 3935 5 7 
33 75 
| Balance 5296 7114 5 

| 13748 | 0 o 1 pony 0 0% 


1 ſuppoſe the annual profits of the Book buſineſs to = 
be 2, oool. perſons in that trade ſay it is much under-rat= 


ed at that ſum. It appears therefore, that the balances 
of the Preachers fund in the fix years, give the ſum of 


17721. 6s. 8d. and the Book buſineſs in the ſame time 
 __ _ weuld give 12,0001, making in all 137721. Cs. 8d. from 


from 


(un) 


from which, if we deduck the deficiency of the yearly 


collection, which is 52961. 75. 112d. there then remains 
a balance of 84751. 188. 82d. | 


1 Now my generous friends, I hope you will not draw 
=» any unfair, or unkind concluſion from this ſtatement. 
Tou will obſerve I do not pretend to aſſert, the amount 
of the property of the conference. I ſimply reduce for 
your uſe, the accounts they have given, and I give it as 


my opinion, that though we cannot agree with the re- 


ports of 1995, that the conference was verging towards 
inſolvency, yet when compared with the magnitnde of 
' _ our affairs, the ſum is ſmall indeed, and no reflections 


ought to be caſt on the conference on that account, 


If our affairs were properly, and openly conducted, if 
the general fund, were under proper regulations, ſo as 


not to be ſecreted in the hands of a few, and brought to 


operate againſt your liberties, by being uſed for diſ- 


graceful litigations, and a variety of ſecret ſervices ; 
you would, and ought to wiſh it to be ten times the 


5 amount. 


The firſt thivg that will Arrike you on this repreſenta- 
tion, is the error the Conference has committed, in 
thus expoſing itſelf, to the juſt cenſure of its friends and 

the reproach of its enemies. How much better would it 

have been, to have given no accounts at all, rather than 
fſuch as are ſo extremely deficient. If they had done 
this they would only have added one arbitrary act more, 


to the many already on record, and they would have 


borne down all oppoſition : Scripture®, alſo might have 
been 


. nu. king xii. and 3. Moreover they reckoned not with 


135 che Men, into whoſe hands they delivered the money, to be bes 
* * on . for 9 dealt u | 
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divine right, (the right of giving no account »f money 
to ine people,) they would have avoided innumerable 
difficulties, „„ En. 


As to the appointment of ſtewards, and we may 
conſider at the ſame time that of leaders, and the re- 
ception of members to the ſociety, ſurely there never 
was a more curious conteſt than that which now exiſts, 
between you and the preachers on that ſubject, You 
ſay the laws that give them this power 1emain in full 
force. They on the other hand deny it, they ſay theſe 
laws had an amendment in 1795, and another in 1796, 
and affirm they now have given up every thing,—lcan- 
not here paſs over tne humourous paſſage of Dean Swift, 


where he repreſents a diſpute between two perſons, one 
inſiſting that the other is dead, but the perſon declared 
to be dead, uſing arguments to prove himſelf alive, and 


this diſpute is carried on almoſt as long as the famons 


methodiſtical conteſt, reſpectiug the lite or death of the 
law, that determines theſe appointments. Be aſſured 
my friends this juſtly obnoxious law * is not dead but 


ſleepeth ;” till their is a poſitive one made, expreſſing 


that theſe appointments thall be determined by the 
vort of the preachers, aloug with the leaders, and ſuch 
other perſons as may be thought proper —My dear 


friends I doubt you will think me ſevere, but really I 


cannot but expreſs my indignation, to ſee ſuch preva- 


rication, in thoſe characters that I know you wiſh to 
honor and eſteem. One general apology for my ſeverity 


is, that reprehenſion by an appeal, firſt to you and after- 
wards to the world, ſeems to be the only means, now 


remaining 


been quoted in their favour, and by maintaining a 


(13) 
remaining whereby we can aſſert our injured rights, 
and oppoſe the We N pretentions of the con- 
ference. 


It is not my intention to fatigue you with a diſqui · 
ſion of the whole fund of matter, that this truitful 


ſubject affords.— I have ſlightly touched on a few par- 
ticulars, but will deſert them for more general obſer- 


_ vations, The moſt important period in Methodiſm is, 
that of the deceaſe of our truly venerable father, At 


that crifis many of the preachers, 3s if impatient to 


ſeize the power his lengthened days had withheld from 
them, and without taking the advice of the peo] le, 


ſprang with avidity, into the car of uncontrouled autho- 
Tity : they remembered the vulgar maxim that poſſeſ- 
ſion ſuperiedes the law, and with many people of the 
world thought, whatever they could get poſſeſſion of 


was their right, without examining the channel of its 


deſcent to them, or the means whereby it had been ori- 
ginally obtained. Thus having prochred their own cor- 
ſent to diſpoſe of our money, our liberties and our va- 
luable privileges, they ſiezed the reins of government, 


and without forgetting the whip, many of them began to 
drive furiouſly. Tyrantsalways {uppote the while world 
was made for them, they have no conception of its be- 


ing created for any other uſe, thai to be the theatre of 


their ambition. I ſincercly wiln that theſe opinions 


were confined to the wo Id and worl e men, but if the 
conduct of many of thoſe that cc 8855 e the conference 


were cloſely examined, it would appear as it they thought 
| themſelves the Maſters, rather thin = Miniſtere, or 


ſervauts of the people; and that the ff aefign of Me- 
thodiſm was, to diſplay their talents in the art of govern- 


ment, and the Jecond to inſtruct the Peer and needs. 


„„ 
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One great objection to Methodiſm upon its preſent 
plan, and under its preſent laws, is, that the different 
parts of our ſyſtem are linked together, ſo as to form an 


aggregate mals very capable of being iwayed, or d irect- 


ed to any purpoſe, at the will of a few. As this is 
capable of being uſed to good, ſo alſo it may be di- 


verted to bad purpoſes; and it behoves you to look 
, narrowly to that ſource, from whence your laws, and 
general plans of government proceed, —My honeſt 


friends, endeavour to throw off thoſe fetters with which 
your minds have been ſo long ſhackled: you are not 


blind, though the conference wiſh you to be ſo with 
reſpec to their own power. Was ever any ſyſtem bet- 


ter calculated to lay you in the power of a few indivi- 
duals, and to make you ſubſervient to the purpoſes of 


deſigning men, if the preachers ſhould become ſuch, 

and ſuch they moſt certainly will become, in a very 
ſhort time, if you do not remove their temptations, and 
watch carefully over them, Now I intreat you attend 
diligently, to the few hints I am going to give you, as 
being deſcriptive of your preſent ſituation, and of the 
- gulph into which you are in the greateſt danger of falling, 


| if you 90 not immediately aſſert your rights, 


Tou 8 the preachers have the pete FOR over 
the people, at leaſt over a great part of them, and the 
preachers throughout theſe kingdoms, are ruled by the 
aſſiſtants. The next ſtep is, the aſſiſtants are account | 
able to the aſſembled conference, Now it is acknow- | 


Er DSS. 
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leged m all hands, that a Junto of preachers governs | 


the eonference. Of what number this Junto conſiſts I 


cannot exactly determine, but to uſe a certain for an 
uncertain number, we may call it the Methodiſtical | 


Decemvirate = | 


( 15 ) 


Decemvirate., A Decemvirate i iS 2 government by ten 


perſons. You know the famous London Bull had 


ten ſignatures to it, though I think theſe were not 
all of them, of the genuine Decemvirate. You my ho- 
neſt friends perhaps will ſay, you do not ſee the evil of 


this, and that it appears to you a very harmlels, and 
uſeful concatenation of the different orders neceſſary 
for church government. But I will give you my fur- 
ther ſentiments on this matter, I am fully perſuaded _ 
that there muſt be a ſtill higher power, that will in turn 
govern the Decemvirate, and that is what you have ſo 
much to dread; and though I cannot at preſent inform 


you who, and what that power will be, there certainly 


will be ſucha one in a very little time, if you ſuffer the 
preachers to mantain their preſent plan. It however 1 
may hazard a conjecture in this matter, it is this, that 
it an under Secretary of State, ſhould attempt to go- 
vern the Decemvirate, he cannot fail of ſucceſs. That 
I am not wide in my conjecture, 1 refer you that are 
acquainted with the affair, to a certain tranſaction in. 
the laſt ſpring, When this one link is ſuperadded as the 
finiſhing ſtroke of the chain in our church government, 


when this hieſſed top ſlone is brought home with ſhout- 
ing, to what a diſaſtrous point will poor Methodiſm 


have arrived. This will be beginning in the ſpirit, and 
ending in the fleſh with a witneſs. My friends, uſe your 
judgment, fee your ſituation before it is too late, and 
aſſert yoor rights. If the junior preachers ſaw their true 
intereſts, and conſidered how much they were enſlaved 


by the Decemvirate, they would join heartily with the 


people in the buſineſs of a reform, and would throw off 

that yoke that has ſo long opprefſed them. Be affured 

| ik the conference continue as at oſt: to > chooſe its 
8 co n 
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ewn members, and make its own laws, its ruin is in- 
evitable, and nothing can fave it. If they maintain 


theſe points, the cauſe of their declenſion is eſtabliſhed, 


and the effect will ſwittly follow. It is evident to every 


perſon that gives himſelt the trouble of proper reflection, 
that it contains within itſelf the latent ſeeds, of its own 
deſtruction ; and we may ſay of the conference, as has 
been ſaid of the human frame. 


„The young diteaſe that muſt ſubdue at length, 


44 Grows with its growth, and ſtrengthens with its trength ,” 


I next proceed to remark ſome of thoſe arguments the 


conference makes uſe of, to ſupport its power. And 


here | cannot but lament with you, that they who wiſh 
io ſupport the moſt ſacred of all characters, ſhould ever 
depart from that frankneſs, and ingenuouſneſs, that are 
its principal ornaments, and adopt artifice and policy, 


quite unworthy of the great cauſe, in which they ate en- 


gaged. I mention as the fiſt of the many inftances of 


this, the attempting to raiſe up to our imagination cur 


late venerable father, and ſhow our ingratitude, as they 
call it to him, and appeal to his ſentimerits as to the 

word of tiuth. There is a certain point to which we 
may arrive in the praiſe of ary mortal, and beyond 

which we cannot go, without cur praiſes being changed 
into {ulſome adulation, and becoming tte ſevereſt of all 
cenſures.— Mr, Welley juſtly deſerves the eſteem of you 
and of all men. We are willing to allow him to ſtand 
among the firſt of: mortals, but it is really inſulting his 
z memory, fu ſpeak of him in that unqualified manuer, 
n which {ome have done, | 


| Avother argument that would n otice, is the appeal- 
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ing to the proſperity of Methodiſm, and inferring from 


hence, that becauſe the divine blefſingthath attended us, 


therefore all innovaſions would be ſinkul. 


This, though under a different colour, is reviving the 
ſtale doctrine of divine rights, that has ſerved the purpoſes 
of deſpots in all ages, and has aſſumed as many forms 
as Proteus, in their ſervice. This argument however, 
like moſt other bad ones, lies under the diſadvantage of 


proving too much, for by this way of reaſoning you 


may prove that the monaſtic inſtitutions were right, | 


. to Moſheim, a revival of real genuine religi 
ts though encumbered with enthuſiaſm and myſticiſm 


Ky the eſtabliſhment of many of theſe orders, and 


I doubt not but the zealots of thoſe days, proved 


the ſuperiority of their own orders, and each vindicat- 
ed their peculiar follies, by pure * — 
ments. | 


The next ſtratagem that I ſhall notice that is uſed by 

the conference to ſupport their power, is, they ſtigma» 
tize their opponents as enemies of religion, and of 
the work of God, They charge them in the moſt folemn 


manner of being the cauſe of a ſeries of evils, of the firſt 
magnitude. It is no new thing my friends, for the 
aggreſſors in quarrel, by a proper dexterity and ingeni- 


ous contrivance to become the accuſers. By a little ad- 
dreſs, they contrive to eſtabliſh their own characters at 
the expence of their neighbours, and charge upon others 


thoſe faults that are really their own,—So much ſopht- 


ſtiy will deſpotiſm make uſe of, when it apprehends it- 


ſelf in danger, that it is almoſt impoſſible to lay hald of 


it,. W ken beat out of one retreat, it will immediately 
| take refuge i in anvther; it wil elnde the moſt diligent 
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purſuit, and repel every attack, by the never failing 


weapons of calumny and reproach. 


The conference need not blame the people as dai 7 
the cauſe of the preſent diſputes, the origin of theſe con- 
_ tentions is to be found among themſelves, It is not at 
all probable, that the people ſhould ever reſt ſatisfied 
with the preſent diſpoſal of power, and it is ſtrange that 
the conference ſhould not have foreſeen this, They cer- 
tainly need only blame themſelves and their own laws, 
£ they may reſt aſſured, that if the whole preſent race of 

| Methodiſts were extinct, and a new one to ariſe under 
the ſame laws, and ſimilar evils, the preachers would 


be opprefſors, and the people would complain. There 


is one general plan of defence adopted by all deſcrip- 


tions of perſons in power, whenever they ſuffer an at- 
tack upon their prerogative from mankind; they ca- 
lumniate us with wiſhing to adopt viſionary theoretical 
plans, ſuch as they ſay are impoſſible in the preſent 
ſtate of ſociety. This old argument has been preſſed | 
into the ſervice of arbitrary government in all ages. 
We ſay the vote of the people, or rather their repreſen- 
tatives ſhould ſtand as the ultimate deciſion, to be had 
recourſe to, when the uſual means of debate and diſcuſ- 
ſion prove inſufficent: but we ſay this would very ſel - 


dom occur, —The preachers however miſtate this caſe, 


and repreſent it as if a vote muſt always be uſed, and on 


the moſt trifling occaſions, cauſing as they ſay an end- 


leſs perplexity. It is very eaſy for perſons to anſwer any 


argument, if they be allowed to ſtate it their own way, 


and draw from it their own conſequences and conclu- 


tions. I am forry ſo many inſtances of unfair repre- 


tentations thould Serar and that I chould be under the 
ecellity _ 


„„ 
neceſſity of elucidating theſe to you. Do the confer- 
ence ſuppoſe there are no calm ſpectators of their con- 


duct, that will watch all their actions, inveſtizate their 
various arguments, and reaſon fairly and properly on 


1 them. And do they not ſce that ſuch an inveſtigation 
uill not turn out highly to their honour ? Or do they 


ſuppoſe, that becauſe they wiſh not to examine their 
own errors, that others will be equally negligent in theſe 
enquiries? Thus natural hiſtory, or perhaps fable in- 
forms us, of ſome {imple birds that ſhut their eyes to 
avoid their enemies, and wiſely ſuppoſe with the conter- 
ence, that becauſe they do not chovle to ſee themſelves, 
5 they are not obterved by citers. 


; No acrfonk unacquainted with our affairs, would eive 
credit to the extraordinary conduct of Jome of the preach- 


ers, and the countenance our laws give, to their pro- 


ceedings. They uſually commence their carreer, with a 
diſplay of a conſiderable proportion, of that peculiar 
qualification, that Shakeſpeare ſtiles the inſolence of office, 
and their future conduct is ſuch, as might be expected 
from theſe happy beginnings. Mr. Locke obſerves young 
gentlemen, think they have been i in vain taught to fence, 
if they never are really engaged in that kind cf com- 
bat, and adds, this idea is the cauſe of many duels, 

|  Undue power in the hands of weak men, has preciſely _ 
the lame effect, and too many at our aſſiſtants think, they 

do not properly fil tiat office, till they have ſhowed their 
| dexterity, in the coeilion of the people, and have re- 
ceived the applauſe ot their brethren on that account, 
—But when theſe perſons exult, in the adroitnels of 
theiz conduct, and the advantages they ſuppole they 
have obtained, they ſhould take into the account the re- 
mote and. ultimate conlequences of it. They have 
1 0 | often 
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often carried their favourite meaſures, againſ the incli- 
nations and remoſtrances of the ſocieties, and have 
obtained no viſible advantage to counterbalance the loſs. 
they have ſuſtained, in the eſteem and affections of the 
people; but have created to themſelves and to their ſuc- 
ceſſors a thouſand enemies. — The conterence is now _ 


groaning beneath the weight of that juſt reſentment, 


and indiznation, (I hope I may not add and reta- 


liation,) that is the natural conſequence of the 


conduct of many of the preachers for many years. 
Theſe (to uſe a ſcriptural phraſe,) have been long 
caſting their bread upon the waters, and lo! it all 
appears again to their inexpreſſible ſorrow, They : 
have been without deſign preparing materials which 
are likely to burſt upon them with irrefiſtable force. 


May this exploſion have its ſalutary confequences on 
theniſe]ves, and on the people : may it terminate, in 
the eſtabliſhment of ſuch Jaws and ſuch general plans. 


of government,. as will ſupport and S the Wits. 
and not be oppreſſive to the other. 


There is with individuals with fanniiter and with | 
ſocieties, the ſtates of nonage, and maturity, each of | 


which requires its different treatment. Were a parent [- 
to perſevere. in the {ſame conduct towards his children. 
when arrived at the age of maturity, that he uſed in 


their infancy, he need not be ſurprized if refiſtance 


and diſobedience were the conſequence.—If the confe- 


rence be determined to purſue the ſame conduct, that 


Mr Weſley, and the original preachers did at the eſta- 


bilſhment, of the infant ſocieties, they are proceeding 


upon a ſimilar error. They are abſurdly expecting 


from the people that obedience they will certainly, in the 


65 
1 
5” * 
Fs 
E * 
- 
IS 
4 
's * 
5 
: by 
2 
11 
1 
Fe N 
7 
x08 
Bb 
I Fa 
* 


yet with God all things are poſſible, 
mediately reſtore to the people their injured rights, 
and hold out to them an example of liberality, and 
. diſplay that high character that their peculiar ſitua - 
tions and high profeſſions give us reaſon to expect. 


ca) 


is the renunciation of power, even parents often repine 
at the loſs of that obedience, that proper conſideration 


will teach them, they have no right to expect. The 


conference is preciſely in the ſame fituation, and now 
lament the loſs of that power, they ought by no means 


do accept of, even if tendered to them by the people.— 


They thould ſhew to mankind that they have not the 


name only, but enter deeply into the ſpirit of their 


office, and make a generous renunciation of that re- 


proachful power, they know is ſo liable to be a abuſed. 


They thould ſtrengthen the faith of this generation that 


| hath its attention uncommonily directed to them, by 


exhibiting to the world this ſolitary inſtance of divine 


grace; and teach mankind that though a voluntary re- 


nunciation of power is too great for any human effort, 
They ſhould im- 


They ſhould make the compliment of a free giſt of 


thoſe pi ivileges, that the people will ſhortly ſeize as 
their right, 


and for which the conference will not 
then be entitled to their thanks. . 


Now my friends I have as briefly as 1 polite: at- 
tempted to give you a true ſtatement of the preſent griev- 


| ances,aud hop e you will endeavour to reaſon fairly upon 
| it.—Good and fincere men, often draw contrary con- 


cluſions from the very ſame premife-, according to the 
medium through which they are viewed, Some for in- 


b ſtaſſce think our preſent mode of govel nment abſolutely 8 
| neceſſary for the lopport of our religious ſocieties, 


and 


622) 
and others on the contrary are as firmly perſuaded it 
will prove the certain cauſe of their deſtruction, My 
friends it is requiſite in all caſes when we would form 
a juſt judgment that we ſhould ſtand in that ſituation, 
that leaves the mind free from prejudice, that we may 
be at liberty to reaſon with calmneſs and impartiality. 
In natural viſion. we may be too near the object, or 5 
1 too diſtant to ſee diſtinctly; the ſame may be ſaid of | 
4 our reaſoning faculties, the preachers are too near he 
object in diſpute, to reaſon properly upon it, they are 
if beuildered in the dazzling ſplendor of their own power, 
1601 and their judgment in this caſe cannot be a rule for 
you. To carry on the ſimile many of the people on 
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j | the contrary are too diſtant, and are incapable from 

#10 their deficiency of information, to form a proper judg- 

1 if ment. — The preachers fay a majority of the people are | 

| | In favour of the preſent laws, But were they to have | 
ji 1 the voice of all the leaders and ſtewards that have been 

wt i | any length of time in thoſe offices (and theſe I affirm are 

1 generally ſpeak ing the perſons that have a competent 

iſ i | knowlege of qur atfairs,) Jam of opinion. they would be 

4 decidedly in favour of a reform, Yet in this caſe a dif- 


ference of ſentiment would appear, though agreed as to 
the main object, they would differ in their conduct; 
ſome would be willing to reſign their privileges though 


1010 2 acknowledged to be neceſſary for the ſake of peace, others 
[1 would inſiſt on a reform at all events, and many would 1 
1 1 act between theſe extremes. e 

I "Tis really a great pity the is ſhould think 


ö it ls fo lightly, of forfeiting the eſteem and affections of | 
n the people, and that they ſhould barter theſe, for a 


miſtaken paltry prerogative. A prerogative which if F 
1 5 pouleryed would more to them and to you the ſame | 
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curſe, tat it hath been to the church in all preceed- : 
ing ages, and it is a duty quite incumbent on you to 
prevent it: ta effect which your way is ſufficiently plain. 


At the ſame time that I am explaining this to you, I. 


was going to caution you againſt diviſions, but this 


I know I need not do as it relates to you. You of your- 
| ſelves will make none; the conference know this, they 
_ defy all diviſions, among the people when not #fiſied 

by ſome leading preacher, they make. declarations es 


if they mean the people, when in reality they mean 
themſelves. When in private they talk of making divi- 
ions, they do it with the ſame aſſurance of ſucceſs, that 


2 ſhepherd does when he ſpeaks of dividing his flocks, | 
I therefore ſerioufly adviſe you, to take theſe matters 


into conſideration, watch over the preachers in love, 


and inſiſt on ſuch a ſhare, in the diſpoſal of your 
affairs, as ſhall prevent the undue balance of power 
in the hands of a few of the leading preachers, I adviſe 
you to take into your own hands the direction of 
all money matters, let all theſe be determined in 


your meetings, the preachers being preſent and vot- 


iyg as one of you, but no further. —In this manner 
elect your own ſtewards, receive all your uſual col- 
lections that belong to the conference, and remit 
them by your own delesates: 
preachers unworthy of the truſt, but as being your only 
and proper means, of inſuring your delegates a pro- 
per reception at the diſtrict meetings, or at the con- 
ference. 
the forming of your own laws, and a direction of 

the expenditure of vour money,—lf you are ſtedfaſt 
in this, I believe your affairs will ſoon wear, a more 
_ pleaſing and a very different aſpect. I know you do, 


not as ſuppoſing your 


Be determined by your delegates to have 


or 
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Ry or would eſteem the preachers if they would let 


Pou. You wottldnot deſpiſe the o extraction of ſome 
M ol them; you would bear with all their weakneſſts 
„ and infitmities, if their conduct would leave your affec- 


1 at liberty to flow in their patural channel. They 


might then adopt the ſcriptural hyperbole, and bear 
you "record that you would pull out your cyes to ſerve 
them, you would always ſhew your firm attachment 
to them and their cauſe; and vour conduct would 
declare better than your words, „how beautiful are 
the teet of them that publiſh the goſgel of peace, and 
bring glad ticings of good things.“ So ſacred at all 


times to a pious ſoul, is the name of a ody e 


1 am Dear Friends, 
Vours reſpectully, 
ROBERT BALI. 
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